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Journal of Prosthodontic Research 56 (2012) 227–228The volume 56, issue 1 of the Journal of Prosthodontic
Research (JPR) marks the beginning towards a new era for the
Japan Prosthodontic Society (JPS) as described in the words of
the current president Prof. Kiyoshi Koyano in the editorial
entitled ‘‘Toward a new era in prosthodontics medicine’’ [1]. In
order to open the door of the volume 57, the aims and scope of
the journal has been recently revised again by the editorial
committee to expand the targeted research fields due to two
purposes.
First, JPR is now intensively focusing on the biological
aspects of regenerative medicine and related sciences,
regardless of the relationship with oral and maxillofacial
implantology. Therefore, scientific articles related to implan-
tology will be grouped separately from regenerative medicine,
which will be now combined with prosthodontics-related
biosciences as well as bone biology, mechanobiology and
microbiology/immunology. Recent symbolic reviews pub-
lished in the journal were ‘‘Hiroshi Egusa et al.: Stem cells
in Dentistry, Part 1: Stem cell sources and Part 2: Clinical
applications’’ which brings a detailed description of stem cell
sources including dental-tissue specific stem cells, bone
marrow derived mesenchymal stem/stromal cells (MSCs)
and induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs); as well as their
potential application as modalities to regenerate dental tissues
and organs [2,3]. JPR will also continue to focus on
inflammation and immunological responses, since the under-
standing of the inflammatory and immunomodulatory pro-
cesses involved in tissue/organ regeneration is crucial to open
paths for more efficient regenerative strategies in the clinical
setting.
Second, the editorial committee has decided to add a new
research field entitled ‘‘Maxillofacial Prosthodontics and
Dysphagia Rehabilitation’’ to the list of the most targeted
topics of the journal. This initiative is to bring the audience
of the JPR information related to medical conditions that
have a strong impact in dentistry. The editorial committee
recognizes that the targets of prosthodontics should cover
maxillofacial prosthetics/prosthodontics because it aims1883-1958      # 2012 Japan Prosthodontic Society. Published by Elsevier Ireland. 
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Onot only to replace the lost tissue or organ but also
to improve quality of life of those patients submitted to
resection of maxillofacial tumors including the eye, ear, nose,
tongue and jaw, or those with severe soft and hard tissue loss
after extensive facial and oral trauma. Additionally, due to the
worldwide aging of the population, especially in industrialized
countries; dentistry has also to deal with this increased rate of
aged/geriatric patients who are known to be at high risk of
physiological diseases (e.g., dysphagia and cancer) and
psychological disorders (e.g., depression, anxiety and somato-
form disorders). For instance, elderly patients are more
susceptible to swallowing disorders, such as dysphagia,
which are associated with malnutrition and compromised
immune system, dehydration, asphyxiation, or even aspiration
pneumonia [4]. Therefore, dentists should be able to identify
these disorders/conditions in order to predict those patients
at risk of developing complications, as well as to develop
and implement a rehabilitation plan stressing prevention
and compensation. In line with this, the JPS (Takuo Kuboki
et al., 2012) is developing a diagnostic scheme to measure
treatment difficulties with multi-axis assessment protocol
including oral physiological conditions, general health and
sociological conditions, oral health-related quality of life,
and psychological health [5]. The editorial committee believes
that this collaboration between medicine and dentistry
will ultimately strengthen bedside or home medical and dental
care.
Based on the two purposes, the editorial committee is
slightly modifying the most targeted topics described in the
aims and scope of the JPR as follows:
1. Clinical Epidemiology and Prosthodontics
2. Fixed/Removable Prosthodontics
3. Oral Implantology
4. Prosthodontics-related Biosciences (Regenerative Medicine,
Bone Biology, Mechanobiology, Microbiology/Immunology)
5. Oral Physiology and Biomechanics (Masticating and
Swallowing Function, Parafunction, e.g., bruxism)pen access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
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7. Adhesive Dentistry/Dental Materials/Aesthetic Dentistry
8. Maxillofacial Prosthodontics and Dysphasia Rehabilitation
The editorial committee is waiting for your submission from
all over the world, as original research findings and original
technical appraisals, or by generating critical reviews and
relevant case stories, and stimulating commentaries and
professional debates in the Letters to the Editor column. To
accomplish this movement, I would like to ask for the support
and collaboration of Asian prosthodontic societies and their
internationally recognized researchers by their participation on
the JPR editorial board.
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